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REPLY TO SCOTTISH CHILDREN’S REPORTER ADMINISTRATION 0N 13th  
MARCH 2017 PE1631A 

 I thank The Reporter for replying to my petition and note their comments 
regarding no verbatim recording within the Children’s Hearing system. I also 
appreciate the copy of the proforma used within these. 
 

 I feel this may be a starting point for producing some sort of proforma for use 
within Child Welfare Hearings. (CWH) 

REPLY TO MINISTER FOR COMMUNITY SAFETY AND LEGAL AFFAIRS 
SUBMISSION OF 24th MARCH 2017. PE1631/B 

 I thank the above Minister for commenting on my petition. I appreciate that 
CWH are established by rules of court which are made by the Court of 
Session rather than Scottish Ministers however as stated in the opening 
paragraph it states that the Scottish Government can and does suggest 
changes. In line with the proposed modernisation of Scottish Court system I 
note that in the Family Law Committee’s meeting on 8th May 2017 will cover 
CWH. 
 

 I and GPA UK look forward to hearing the outcome of the meeting of the 
family law committee meeting on the 8th May 2017, which will look at points 
raised by the petition PE1631. 

REPLY TO SCOTTISH COURTS AND TRIBUNALS SERVICE SUBMISSION OF 
29th MARCH 2017 PE1631/C 

I thank the SCTS for replying to the petition. 

 The Ordinary Cause rules 1993 which set out procedure to be followed at 
Child Welfare Hearing. (CWH) and which you have included as an Annex A to 
your comments have been introduced in 1993. Since this time technology has 
become more advanced and cost efficient and could provide more continuity, 
regarding highlighting relevant information during contact cases, it would be 
be more cost effective, reducing court time therefore reducing the amount of 
CWH’s as a whole. This in turn would benefit the children and parents who 
are involved since it would reduce stressors within the family who have been 
involved in CWH’s. 

Reply to petition PE1631/D from Children and Young People’s Commissioner 
Scotland submission of 4th April 2017 

I thank the Commissioner for replying and commenting on the petition. I welcome the 
Commissioners comments that a gap currently exists in the recording of CWH and 
that there is a need for change. 

There may be no need for full verbatim recording of each CWH however some form 
of what happened at previous CWH should be available to Sheriffs and legal 
representatives taking part in CWH. 



A written minute of proceedings detailing the background of the case prior to a CWH 
is a good place to start. Points raised within the CWH should be available to both 
Sheriff and legal representatives and any point the Sheriff has raised at previous 
CWH, for example “Serious repercussions” should one of the parents try and alter 
and raise points which had been dealt with before. Also statements regarding 
warning of contempt of court should be documented and be available to all Sheriffs 
and legal representatives who have been involved in the CWH. 

Since it is not always the same Sheriff or legal representative then information 
regarding discussions which have been presented at CWH should be made available 
to Sheriffs and legal representatives. 

As the Commissioner points out there should be some parity between CWH and 
Children’s hearings and perhaps the proforma used for Children’s hearings should 
be adapted accordingly for CWH noting salient points to background of case and 
ongoing discussions 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  


